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Who is this for? 

The pattern project is most ideally suited to experienced early years practitioners (typically three or more 

years working in early years) in school (primary, infant or nursery school) or PVI settings. Practitioners who 

work with EYFS children within mixed age classes or settings are welcome.    

What is involved? 

 Three half day and two full day workshops: 

 workshop1 – Tuesday 9th October 2018 full day 

 workshop 2 – Wednesday 7th November 2018 afternoon 

 workshop 3 – Tuesday 5th February 2019 afternoon 

 workshop 4 – Wednesday 8th May 2019 afternoon 

 workshop 5 – Friday 7th June 2019 full day 

 Independent study and setting-based work including gap tasks and evaluation 

 Online discussion as part of a professional community 

 Host a half day visit from two colleagues 

 Two half day visits to other settings 

 

The focus for Early Years (EY) work has progressed to support practitioners at each stage of their 

development. For practitioners who are new to EY, or with limited EY maths experience and training, there 

is a project that explores key concepts in early mathematical development and effective pedagogies that 

support EY mathematics learning. For experienced EY practitioners (3+ years) looking to develop aspects 

of their practice, there are focused projects that will enhance practice on a particular theme in EY maths. 

These projects will enable participants to review practice, consider current research and develop their 

leadership capacity. This ‘Pattern Project’ is for experienced EY practitioners. 
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Intended Outcomes  

Within pattern, practitioners will increase their knowledge base, engage with research, analyse their own 

practice and collaborate with peers. They will be able to share knowledge and approaches with colleagues 

to increase levels of children’s engagement and confidence in maths. 

The wider context 

Collectively, the network of Maths Hubs across England work on projects around national maths education 

priority areas. One of those priorities requires Maths Hubs to provide high quality training in EY maths in 

order to improve children’s understanding of maths at a young age, with a particular focus on practitioners’ 

subject knowledge. Each Maths Hub participating in a national project runs a local Work Group, where 

teachers come together over a period of time to work on areas defined by the project. All work groups are 

subject to a common evaluation process, which collectively provides a body of evidence on the project’s 

outcomes. Your participation in this Work Group will contribute to your own professional leaning, and that 

of your school colleagues, as well as making a contribution to the improvement of maths education at a 

national level.  This Work Group extends work started in the 2017-2018 national project of the same name. 

Expectations of participants and their settings 

The project involves attendance at two full day and three half-day workshops and some pattern work 

children in your own setting.  The project includes a coaching element where you will work with two 

colleagues who are less experienced in early years practice.  This element involves two half-day visits to 

other settings and hosting a visit for two colleagues to your setting.  

 

All participants must be able and willing to commit to participate fully in all elements of the programme.  

The participant’s school/setting must have the capacity and commitment to support them throughout the 

programme.   

Funding 

There is no cost to settings for this project but there is a commitment to attending all five workshops and 

the visits as well as collecting evidence from your work on pattern with children.  Each practitioner will 

receive £100 of resources as part of the project and must commit to dissemination of their pattern project 

work (through collecting evidence of children’s pattern work and contributing to a resource for the maths 

hub website).  

Who is leading the Work Group?                                                             

Cath Gripton is the Early Years Maths Lead for East Midlands West Maths Hub and a 

University lecturer in primary education.  Cath has led several early years work groups 

at East Midlands West over the past three years and works on the national EY PD lead 

programme for maths hubs. 

If you’re interested, what next? 

If you are interested in participating in the pattern project then please complete this booking form 

https://goo.gl/forms/Q4dWKemp2Stq6MCN2 as soon as possible to express your interest. We will write to 

you asap to confirm your place. 
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