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This is a suggested progression for a child who is developing their understanding of pattern. All children are unique with differing experiences, interests and 
approaches to learning. Some children may follow this progression in a different order as they may find some pattern types easier to access than others. 

Pattern spotting in essential and within early years is the basis to all other pattern development so this is important throughout. 

 
Pattern Spotter 
 

 Environmental 
patterns 

- Ladybirds, clothing, 
tiles, fabric etc. 

 
 Physical patterns 
- Walking, skipping, 

clapping 
 
 Participating in 

repetition 
- Nursery rhymes, 

familiar stories 
- Anticipating the next 

part 
 

 Predicting patterns 
based on 
information given 

- Growing patterns in 
stories 

- Everyday routines 
 
 Recognising 

abstract patterns 
- Seasons 
 
 

Stage of Patterner Characteristics of patterner Children’s Example 
Pre-patterner - Natural sorting 

- Lining objects up 
 

 
 

Pattern Maker (AB) - Copy and continue an example pattern 
- Correct patterns by changing elements, 
filling omissions and self-correcting 
errors 
- Creating own patterns 
- Explaining own patterns 

 
 

  
Pattern Expert (AB) - Represent the same pattern in different 

ways including in practical, visual and 
actions 

Pattern Maker (ABB, AAB, 
ABC) 

- Copy and continue an example pattern 
- Correct patterns by changing elements, 
filling omissions and self-correcting 
errors 
- Creating own patterns 
- Explaining own patterns 

 

   

Pattern Expert (ABB, AAB, 
ABC) 

- Represent the same pattern in different 
ways including practical, visual and 
actions 

Pattern Maker (growing) - Copy and continue an example pattern 
- Correct patterns by changing elements, 
filling omissions and self-correcting 
errors 
- Creating own patterns 
- Explaining own patterns 
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Pattern Expert (growing) - Represent the same pattern in different 
ways including practical, visual and 
actions 

 
 

 
 

Pattern Maker (cyclic) -  Copy and continue an example pattern 
- Correct patterns by changing elements, 
filling omissions and self-correcting 
errors 
- Creating own patterns 
- Explaining own patterns 

 

 

Pattern Expert (cyclic) - Represent the same pattern in different 
ways including practical, visual and 
actions 

Pattern Maker (lines of 
symmetry) 

-  Copy and continue an example pattern 
- Correct patterns by changing elements, 
filling omissions and self-correcting 
errors 
- Creating own patterns 
- Explaining own patterns 

 

  

Pattern Expert (lines of 
symmetry) 

- Represent the same pattern in different 
ways including practical, visual and 
actions 


